
Page 35 TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE § 117 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–132, § 727(b)(2), added subsec. 

(d). 
1994—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 103–322, § 330021(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘kidnapping’’ for ‘‘kidnaping’’ in two places. 
Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 103–322, § 330016(2)(C), sub-

stituted ‘‘fine under this title’’ for ‘‘fine of not more 

than $5,000’’. 
1990—Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 101–647 substituted ‘‘the 

Central’’ for ‘‘The Central’’. 
1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–690 amended subsec. (a) 

generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read as fol-

lows: ‘‘Whoever assaults, kidnaps, or murders, or at-

tempts to kidnap or murder, or threatens to assault, 

kidnap or murder a member of the immediate family of 

a United States official, a United States judge, a Fed-

eral law enforcement officer, or an official whose kill-

ing would be a crime under section 1114 of this title, or 

threatens to assault, kidnap, or murder, a United 

States official, a United States judge, a Federal law en-

forcement officer, or an official whose killing would be 

a crime under such section with intent to impede, in-

timidate, interfere with, or retaliate against such offi-

cial, judge or law enforcement officer while engaged in 

or on account of the performance of official duties, 

shall be punished as provided in subsection (b).’’ 
1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–646, § 60, substituted ‘‘sec-

tion 1114 of this title, or threatens to assault, kidnap, 

or murder, a United States official, a United States 

judge, a Federal law enforcement officer, or an official 

whose killing would be a crime under such section’’ for 

‘‘18 U.S.C. 1114, as amended,’’, ‘‘while engaged’’ for 

‘‘while he is engaged’’, and ‘‘official duties’’ for ‘‘his of-

ficial duties’’. 
Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 99–646, § 37(a), inserted ‘‘for the 

kidnapping or attempted kidnapping of a person de-

scribed in section 1201(a)(5) of this title’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Reference to the Director of Central Intelligence or 

the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency in the 

Director’s capacity as the head of the intelligence com-

munity deemed to be a reference to the Director of Na-

tional Intelligence. Reference to the Director of Cen-

tral Intelligence or the Director of the Central Intel-

ligence Agency in the Director’s capacity as the head of 

the Central Intelligence Agency deemed to be a ref-

erence to the Director of the Central Intelligence Agen-

cy. See section 1081(a), (b) of Pub. L. 108–458, set out as 

a note under section 401 of Title 50, War and National 

Defense. 
‘‘United States magistrate judge’’ substituted for 

‘‘United States magistrate’’ in subsec. (c)(3) pursuant 

to section 321 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as a note under 

section 631 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Proce-

dure. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of the functions, personnel, assets, and 

obligations of the United States Secret Service, includ-

ing the functions of the Secretary of the Treasury re-

lating thereto, to the Secretary of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

381, 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, 

and the Department of Homeland Security Reorganiza-

tion Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set out as 

a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 116. Female genital mutilation 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), who-
ever knowingly circumcises, excises, or infibu-
lates the whole or any part of the labia majora 
or labia minora or clitoris of another person 
who has not attained the age of 18 years shall be 
fined under this title or imprisoned not more 
than 5 years, or both. 

(b) A surgical operation is not a violation of 
this section if the operation is— 

(1) necessary to the health of the person on 
whom it is performed, and is performed by a 

person licensed in the place of its performance 
as a medical practitioner; or 

(2) performed on a person in labor or who has 
just given birth and is performed for medical 
purposes connected with that labor or birth by 
a person licensed in the place it is performed 
as a medical practitioner, midwife, or person 
in training to become such a practitioner or 
midwife. 

(c) In applying subsection (b)(1), no account 
shall be taken of the effect on the person on 
whom the operation is to be performed of any 
belief on the part of that person, or any other 
person, that the operation is required as a mat-
ter of custom or ritual. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–208, div. C, title VI, § 645(b)(1), 
Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–709.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 645(c) of div. C of Pub. L. 104–208 provided 

that: ‘‘The amendments made by subsection (b) [enact-

ing this section] shall take effect on the date that is 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this Act [Sept. 

30, 1996].’’ 

CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS 

Section 645(a) of div. C of Pub. L. 104–208 provided 

that: ‘‘The Congress finds that— 
‘‘(1) the practice of female genital mutilation is 

carried out by members of certain cultural and reli-

gious groups within the United States; 
‘‘(2) the practice of female genital mutilation often 

results in the occurrence of physical and psycho-

logical health effects that harm the women involved; 
‘‘(3) such mutilation infringes upon the guarantees 

of rights secured by Federal and State law, both stat-

utory and constitutional; 
‘‘(4) the unique circumstances surrounding the 

practice of female genital mutilation place it beyond 

the ability of any single State or local jurisdiction to 

control; 
‘‘(5) the practice of female genital mutilation can 

be prohibited without abridging the exercise of any 

rights guaranteed under the first amendment to the 

Constitution or under any other law; and 
‘‘(6) Congress has the affirmative power under sec-

tion 8 of article I, the necessary and proper clause, 

section 5 of the fourteenth Amendment, as well as 

under the treaty clause, to the Constitution to enact 

such legislation.’’ 

§ 117. Domestic assault by an habitual offender 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any person who commits a 
domestic assault within the special maritime 
and territorial jurisdiction of the United States 
or Indian country and who has a final conviction 
on at least 2 separate prior occasions in Federal, 
State, or Indian tribal court proceedings for of-
fenses that would be, if subject to Federal juris-
diction— 

(1) any assault, sexual abuse, or serious vio-
lent felony against a spouse or intimate part-
ner; or 

(2) an offense under chapter 110A, 

shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for a 
term of not more than 5 years, or both, except 
that if substantial bodily injury results from 
violation under this section, the offender shall 
be imprisoned for a term of not more than 10 
years. 

(b) DOMESTIC ASSAULT DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘domestic assault’’ means an as-
sault committed by a current or former spouse, 
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